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Dear Friends,

On behalf of AHINSA, it is with great joy and gratitude that we welcome you 
to this evening’s concert featuring GRAMMY® Award winners, Chandrika 
Tandon and Marty Ashby.  Tonight is not only a celebration of music but also 
a shared commitment to peace, nonviolence, and the building of a compas-
sionate community.

Our Mission

AHINSA exists to create and nurture a culture of peace and nonviolence, 
promoting nonviolence as a way of life and as a chosen path for resolving 
conflicts.  Through education, training, and service, inspired by the exam-
ples of Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and other 
peace leaders, we strive to advance peace, equality, and justice — fostering 
mutual appreciation, cooperation, and respect among diverse cultural, eth-
nic, and religious groups.  Our work engages youth and adults of all back-
grounds in Western Pennsylvania and beyond.  

Purpose of This Fundraiser

• Foster a Transformative Community Experience: Uniting individuals from 
diverse backgrounds to explore inner peace, self-awareness, and universal 
spirituality through music.
• Strengthen AHINSA’s Peacebuilding Initiatives: Supporting programs fo-
cused on peace, nonviolence, education, and youth empowerment across 
the region.
• Establish the Gandhi Institute for Peace Education and Activism: Building 
a lasting hub in Pittsburgh for intergenerational dialogue, education, and 
action grounded in compassion and justice.



We extend our heartfelt thanks to:

• Chandrika Tandon, for so generously lending her talent and time to make 
this fundraiser possible.  We also will like to thank the Tandon team of mu-
sicians and support services who have worked behind the scenes to make 
this event happen.
• GRAMMY® Award winner Marty Ashby, of MCG Jazz, and his remarkable 
team — Mike Tomaro, Jay Ashby, Ian Ashby, and Jamey Haddad — for their 
creative vision and support for this unique fusion of music.
• Our generous sponsors and each of you, our attendees, whose presence 
and contributions make this evening possible.
• Our dedicated AHINSA volunteers, whose countless hours of service and 
commitment brought this event to life.
• Our valued partners: Carnegie Music Hall for hosting us, Benack Sound 
Productions for their expertise, Culinaire for tasteful catering, and other 
collaborators.

We are deeply grateful for your presence here tonight.  We would appreci-
ate your donations to AHINSA or volunteering with us.  Together, through 
music and community, we take one more step toward a more peaceful and 
just world.  

With gratitude and hope,
The AHINSA Team

Volunteer with AHINSA
https://www.ahinsa.us/contact

Donate to AHINSA
https://www.ahinsa.us/donate



It is a deep honor for me to perform at this benefit concert for AHINSA. For 
many years, I have admired all of the work that sOm Sharma and AHINSA 
have done and continue to do for the advancement of peace, spirituality, 
and human enlightenment—all causes very dear to my heart.

This concert comes at an especially poignant time as I share songs from my 
brand new album, Soul Ecstasy, which is a series of compositions based 
on traditional classical Indian ragas with multiple rhythm patterns using 
Sanskrit words and texts, which was released just a week ago. My long-term 
collaborator, the sarod maestro Tejendra Narayan Majumdar brought to-
gether approximately 75 classically trained artists including Indian singers 
and additional maestros of percussion, flute, sarangi, shehnai, sitar, tabla, 
pakhavaj, and veena. In tonight’s concert, we will excerpt some songs from 
this new album with a wonderful live band of musicians from my ensemble 
and the incredible MCG, and including every member of the audience who 
wishes to join in. 

Every tradition of classical Indian music invites us to get in touch with 
our own divinity. Music has been the biggest instrument in my journey to 
finding my stillness and dedicating myself to a life of service. The albums 
I have released over the past decade are built upon this, and Soul Ecstasy 
takes it one step further by nourishing the radiance in our hearts to become 
ecstatic. I hope all of us can find the radiance within and help make the 
planet a better place.

My wish is that each of you will listen to this music, join me with an open 
heart, and strengthen your own source of inner light. Tonight, I invite all 
of us to stay in a space of deep quiet as a community to repose in our own 
places of love, light, and laughter.

A Message from Chandrika Tandon

Scan to stream Soul Ecstasy, 



Best Wishes 
from 

Kamala & Gopinath Reddy Rajupet 
and

 Kala Niketan - Academy of Indian 
Classical dance.

 



Sri Venkateswara Temple, Pittsburgh was built in 1976 to provide a place 
for Hindus to worship in traditional style and with a mission to provide 
religious, humanitarian, cultural and educational resources to all interested 
in Sanatana dharma.  

A premier Spiritual center for devotees across USA and Canada;, Sri Ven-
kateswara Temple strives to propagate ideals for world peace, harmony, spir-
itual and personal health through the tenets of Sanatana Dharma.  

The Temple Management continues to work with different non-profit or-
ganizations across USA and India in their Humanitarian and educational 
efforts. It sends its best wishes and compliments to AHINSA for its excellent 
work in propagating Peace and non-violence.



Song of Beginnings
“Shivoham”

Call of the Dawn: Govinda 
“Soul Ecstasy”

Chorus of Joy: Yamani Bilawal
“Soul Ecstasy”

Raghupathi Raghava — Mishra Ghara
“Soul March”

Raghupathi Raghava – Jog
“Soul March”

Canto Divino: Kiravani
“Soul Ecstasy”

Song of Compassion
“Shivoham – The Quest”

Nirvana Shatkam
“Unreleased”

Song of Destruction
“Shivoham – The Quest”

Glory Rising: Todi
“Soul Ecstasy”

The Program



Erez Aviram, Keyboard
Gilad Barakan, Guitar

Jay Gandhi, Flute
Ehren Hanson, Tabla
Shankh Lahiri, Tabla

Kedar Naphade, Harmonium
Saumya Dwivedi, Voice

Devi Majeske, Voice
Dhruvin Shah, Voice

Andrew Shantz, Voice
Abhilasha Sinha, Voice

Ensemble Includes

MCG Jazz
Marty Ashby, Guitar

Ian Ashby, Bass guitar
Jay Ashby, Trombone & Percussion

Jamey Haddad, Percussion
Mike Tomaro, Saxophone

Scan to stream Soul Ecstasy, 

Master of Ceremonies
Maneesha Kumar-Cleetus

Sumedha Nagpal



MEMBER FDIC

At S&T Bank, we serve our 
community. We’re on a first  
name basis. We invest in and  
give back to our neighbors.  
And we take every opportunity 
to go above and beyond for our 
customers and communities.

Our shared future begins with you.

& you come first!

800.325.2265 • stbank.com

Platinum Sponsors
• Bina and Bharat Monpara
• Mehta Family
• VFS Services USA, Inc., VFS Global

Gold Sponsors
• Kamala and Gopinath Reddy Rajupet
• Visala and Satish Muluk
• Anonymous

Silver Sponsors
• Sri Venateswara Temple, Pittsburgh
• Jarus Tech
• ICICI Bank
• S&T Bank
• Kapila and Rajoo Patel

Bronze Sponsors
• Amber and Ravi Sharma
• Amisha and Jignesh Shah
• Anonymous (2 Donors)
• Anjana and Ashok Trivedi
• Gowri Arul
• Sandhya and Sushil Jain
• Bhavini Patel
• Devi Pandit
• Hindu Jain Temple, Pittsburgh
• Kanak Financial
• Ketu & Priyesh Shah
• Sayee & Kiran Patil
• Shambhavi & Priyadarshi Desai
• Subash Ahuja
• Sumedha Nagpal
• Vandana and sOm Sharma
• Vasant Germanwala
• Veda & Murugan Kanan
• Vinita and Mukesh Patel
• Shiban and Nanna Warikoo



- Fort backdrops, Mughal arches, traditional Indian textures

- Models styled in traditional Indian attire (generic faces, diverse 

regions)

- Royal yet relatable

Panel _6

We are pleased to support AHINSA

Delivering Enterprise-Class Solutions

Specializing in Property and Casualty Insurance

Foster Plaza #10
680 Andersen Drive,
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
info@jarustech.com



JOIN US TODAY

Independent.  Proudly Pittsburgh.  Built By You.

WWW.WESA.FMWESANews905wesa 905wesa

JOIN US TODAY

WWW.WYEP.ORGWYEP91.3fm913wyep 913wyep

PITTSBURGH’S INDEPENDENT MUSIC SOURCE

LOCAL INDEPENDENT  JOURNALISM





Educate, engage and empower 
children in the Pittsburgh area.

Over the last 11 years, the 
Pittsburgh Indian Community
& Friends has donated over 
$900,000 to 34 non-profts.
Learn more at www.pic5k.orgSCAN TO DONATE

Best Wishes to 

AHINSA
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Kishor and Sashikala, 
Amitabh, Anurag, and 

Abhishek Mehta 
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